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Engineering college exclusively for women in 

Maharashtra: Smriti 
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/engineering-college-exclusively-for-women-in-maharashtra-

smriti/1/374109.html 

An engineering college exclusively for women in Maharashtra has got approval from the All India Council 

for Technical Education (AICTE), Union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani has said. 

"According to the information furnished by the All India Council for Technical Education, it has approved 

one women's engineering college during the academic year 2014-15 in the name of 'New Horizon Institute 

of Technology and Management'," she said in a written reply in the Lok Sabha. 

Irani also said the central government has not sanctioned any funds for the college in Thane as it is being 

set up by the New Horizon Education Society from its own funds. 

Irani also informed Parliament that the government has planned to set up four new central universities in 

the country and teachers shall be re-employed at the varsities on contract beyond the age of 65 years and 

up to the age of 70 years to meet faculty requirement of 6,251 vacant posts. 

At present, there are 40 central universities under the purview of the ministry. 

Irani said a scheme called "Operation Faculty Recharge" has been initiated for augmenting the research 

and teaching resources of universities to tackle the shortage of faculty in the university system.  
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NAAC finally moves towards autonomy, to come out 
of UGC's shadow 
Hemali Chhapia,TNN | Jul 26, 2014, 03.46 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/NAAC-finally-moves-towards-autonomy-to-

come-out-of-UGCs-shadow/articleshow/39010429.cms 

MUMBAI: After dilly-dallying for six months, the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) 

has been pushed to start the process of autonomy. 

 

READ ALSO: NAAC to move out of regulator UGC's shadow  

 

At the NAAC's 66th executive council meeting, it was decided that the country's accreditation body for 

higher education institutions would snap ties with the University Grants Commission (UGC), thus ending 

the commission's two-decade-long supremacy.  

 

In the EC meeting that took place on Thursday, it was also decided that the HRD ministry will take the 

NAAC under its wing. Currently, the NAAC functions under the UGC, but the ministry had, in a letter, 

bluntly asked the accreditation body and the regulator to keep each other at "an arm's length". 

 

Despite that, there was enormous internal resistance from within the NAAC. 

 

  

 

The divorce will require the NAAC to draw up new byelaws, besides amending its memorandum of 

association. HRD ministry sources said that besides routine administrative changes, the NAAC, whose 

inspections have been the subject of intense scrutiny and debate with allegations of favours taken and 
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given, has to be revamped and "sanitized".  

 

"After the UGC made accreditation mandatory, the idea of making the NAAC an independent body has 

been stressed upon in several meetings," an HRD ministry official said. Across the world, such a 

separation is the norm. "Yet, despite several reminders, the ministry's suggestion was not being acted 

upon," he added. 

 

  

 

Many in the HRD ministry blame the UGC for the NAAC's limited growth. Officials said the National 

Board of Accreditation (NBA), which grades technical courses, underwent a transformation "financially 

and functionally" after it was separated from the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).  

 

The process of making the NBA autonomous and independent of the AICTE was driven by the goal of 

making the NBA a member of the Washington Accord, which is seen as an international platform for 

governing quality in undergraduate engineering programmes. "Thus, keeping in view the existing 

requirements of a globally accepted quality regime for enhancing student mobility, it is requested to work 

out a copy of the draft MOA and rules to make the NAAC autonomous in relation to the UGC," the letter 

dispatched by the HRD ministry stated.  

 

"The regulator and the assessor cannot be the same body; they must be independent," NAAC's former 

executive council chairman Goverdhan Mehta said. "How can assessment be carried out by a body of your 

own creation?"  

 

He said that assessment and accreditation in the country were late starters, but now the NAAC was mature 

enough and had the requisite experience to function independently. 
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Leopard remains elusive on IIT-B's Powai campus 
but faeces confirm its presence 
Richa Pinto & Yogita Rao | Jul 25, 2014, 11.56 PM IST  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/Leopard-remains-elusive-on-IIT-Bs-Powai-campus-

but-faeces-confirm-its-presence/articleshow/39001907.cms 

MUMBAI: The spotted cat seemed to be nowhere in sight in the IIT-Bombay workshop on Friday as well. 

But a confirmation of a leopard being present in the workshop came in when the forest officials found its 

faeces while attempting to enter the workshop for an inspection on Thursday. 

 

The forest officials are also not ruling out the possibility that the big cat might have escaped as they heard 

"a heavy cupboard" fall on the ground at Thursday midnight and found broken windows. 

 

"We tried to send four of our officials inside the workshop in a cage, but they could only smell the animal. 

Also, we found its stools, which are like a confirmation that it was inside. On Thursday night, there was a 

loud sound which could have probably after a cupboard fell. It seems the big cat was trying to escape," said 

Sudhir Padwale, assistant conservator of forest, Thane (territorial). 

 

Pawan Sharma, founder of NGO Resqink Association for Wildlife Welfare who was along with the forest 

officials, said, "A robot fixed with a siren was also sent inside the workshop for around 30 minutes and we 

kept a watch from the small openings, but the leopard showed no movement. We checked all openings and 

corners of the workshop, but the leopard could not be seen." 

 

The forest officials, who have been monitoring the situation for the last three days at the Powai campus, 

complained that the ruckus created by curious onlookers and the continuous traffic movement near the 

workshop area could have stressed the animal, who, therefore, is showing no movement. "The animal can 

remain without food for several days and there was already a bucket of water inside the workshop. Hence, 

he did not fall for our live chicken and water bait," said Padwale. 

 

An IIT-B official said that they might need to sort out the matter soon. "We did not expect it to be such a 

prolonged affair. The leopard is trapped in an enclosed room (the workshop) and its size could be a 

hindrance in the rescue operation. We hope to find a solution by Saturday morning," said the institute's 

official. 

 

Once the animal is trapped, it will undergo a medical check-up and only on confirmation that it has no 

infections would it be released in the Sanjay Gandhi National Park. 
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